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Home Office TKAP - Operation Braveheart Initiative 2008 - Report
Dear Rt. Hon. Priti Patel MP,
Around September 2008 I took part in a Home Office Initiative under TKAP (Tackling Knives Action
Programme) called Operation Braveheart led by the then Commander of the Violent Crime
Directorate Christopher MacDonald.
The initiative sought to identify 12 youth leaders from London who were working in the violence
reduction sector in some capacity. The 12 youth leaders were then to be taken away to the
Scottish Isles for a "Survival Week", this aspect was led by John Peck. The aim was to take the
youth leaders on a youth leadership development course in a survival setting with a view to
instilling leadership qualities and enhancing their skills.
On return from the Survival Week the youth leaders were then to perform two Tasks:
1. Discover the answer to the questions - Why is knife violence so high and what can we do about it?
2. Create and implement a solution to the issues with an intervention.

Twelve years later, it is with mixed emotions I present not only my findings to answer the questions
in task 1 but a complete intervention in response to task 2.
Task 1 is answered in the newsletters and reports on my site:
www.starfamilynews.com/newsletters which are to be read in order.
Task 2 is answered in The Little Red Book of Violence Reduction which is a Public Health
Intervention www.violenceinterrupter.com/thelittleredbookofviolencereduction
I have also attached a scientifically evidenced evaluation of a Cure Violence Adaptation I
implemented in HMYOI Cookham Wood to reduce violence. This evaluation provided the basis for
The Little Red Book of Violence Reduction.
I feel I have completed the two Tasks required of me by the Home Office in 2008 and am currently
working to implement the intervention in London.
Thank you for your time in reading this.
Kind Regards,
Jason Featherstone
Cure Violence UK Advisor
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